What is Storm Water &
How it Affects You.

Stormwater is simply water that falls
onto the ground from rain or snow events. The
water that does not soak into the ground is called
stormwater runoff. As stormwater runs off
lawns, roofs, driveways, parking lots, and roads,
it can flow into our wetlands, streams, lakes, and
the ocean and carry pollutants it picks up along
the way. The pollutants include oil, grease, gaso-
line, lead & cadmium form the roads; pesticides,
herbicides and animal waste from residential
areas & farmlands; and dirt from construction
sites, to name a few. Added to this list are items
improperly disposed of into storm drains or on
the ground.

All these contaminants end up in water-
ways, wetlands, ponds, lakes, and can impact
shellfish beds, fish and animal habitat, recrea-
tional swimming, and even our drinking water.

To lessen pollution, we all need to do our
part and change our habits. Your efforts along
with your neighbors can make a difference.
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Water Pollution

Sources of water pollution like industrial wastes from fac-
tories have been greatly reduced in recent years. Now,
more than 60% of water pollution comes from things like
runoff from homes, excess fertilizer and pet waste. Al
these sources add up to a big pollution problem. So believe
it or not, the biggest source of water pollution today is not
industry— it is actually households like yours. But each of
us can do small things to help clean up our water. |t starts
with realizing that our sewers and storm systems are sepa-
rate—what goes into storm drains flows directly into the
environment, untreated


https://cleanwaterjohnsoncounty.wordpress.com/

What's the Problem With Fertilizers,
Pesticides, and Herbicides?

Fertilizer isn't a problem if it is used carefully. If
you use too much fertilizer or apply it at the
wrong time, it can easily wash off your lawn or
garden into storm drains and then flow untreated
into lakes or streams. Just as in your garden,
fertilizer in lakes and streams fuels plant growth.
Fertilizers contain “nutrients” such as nitrates
and phosphates. Excess nutrients over-stimulate
the growth of aquatic plants and algae, which clog
our waterways and block light to deeper waters
while the organisms are alive; when the organ-
isms die, they use up dissolved oxygen as they
decompaose, causing oxygen-poor waters that
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Facts and Figures

o Phosphorus (the middle number on the fertil-

izer bag) is “junk food" for algae. One pound
of phosphorus can produce 10,000 pounds of
wet weeds and algae.
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o Pesticides that get applied to farm fields and

roadsides (and homeowners' lawns) run off
into ocal streams and rivers. |tis tempting to
think this is mostly a farming problem, but on
a square-foot basis, homeowners apply even
more chemicals to their l[awns than farmers
do to their fields!

o Water utilities in the Midwest spend $400

million each year to treat water for chemical
pesticide Atrazine

Know where it flows!

What You Can Do

How can you fertilize and help keep our waters clean”

User fertilizers, pesticides, and herbicides sparingly.
Many plants do not need as much fertilizer or need it as
often as you might think. Whatever you put on your lawn
could find its way into the stream.

Choose fertilizer with a low phosphorus number (middle
number). Only newly-seeded lawns or phosphorus-
deficient soils require phosphorus.

Don't fertilize before a rain storm.

Consider using organic fertilizers; they release nutrients
mare slowly.

Sweep fertilizers and other chemicals that get on the
driveway/sidewalk back onto your lawn to keep them out
of our storm drains.

Use commercially available compost or make your own
using garden waste. Mixing compost with you soil means
your plants will need less chemical fertilizer and it puts
your waste to good use.



